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Two Scandinavian travel companies offer no more rides to elephants.
Source: “World Animal Protection Netherlands” 24-11-2014

The Danish travel company Albatros Travel and the Swedish travel company Lotus Travel are both

stopped offering elephant rides and other entertainment with wild animals, thanks to a campaign of

"World Animal Protection".   

A elephant ride, swimming with dolphins or go on the picture with a tiger. This may seem like ' the 

experience of a lifetime ' for unsuspecting animals friends. But behind the scenes a lot of animal suffering

is hiding.  

Even before they book a trip, we show the tourists the truth behind tourist entertainment with wild animals.

At the same time we work with travel organizations around the world to ensure that there is less demand

from them to attractions with wild animals.

To keep wildlife in the wild and we make an end to this cruel forms of animal suffering.

In recent years many travel companies in the Netherlands stopped offering elephant rides and shows. 

In May this year the Australian travel company Intrepid Travel also reported only to offer elephant-friendly

travel. In both countries this is the result of long-running campaigns of World Animal Protection.

And now we can also report a success in Scandinavia! Albatros Travel tour operators and Lotus Travel stop

both offering elephant rides. But not only that; They also delete all other attractions with wild animals.

Lotus tour manager, Linda Svensson, says: "now we know more about what the animals must undergo 

and elephant rides, it feels perfectly natural to delete it from our travels and animal welfare policy.“

Cæcilie Willumsgaard, head of corporate social responsibility at Albatros Travel says: "Albatros Travel

want wild animals be experienced in the wild. It is our responsibility as a travel organization to safeguard

the welfare of animals, that of elephants and other animals. “

We hope that more and more travel companies worldwide take similar positive steps by animal welfare in

their CSR (corporate social responsibility) policy.

animal friendlyanimal unfriendly

January – February - March
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Vietnam province to set up wild elephant conservation project
Thanh Nien News 

DONG NAI - Friday, November 28, 2014

Vietnam's government has approved a US$3.46-million 

project that will take urgent measures to conserve the 

wild elephant herd in the southern province of Dong Nai, 

VnExpress reported.

The project will be implemented next month in the districts

of Vinh Cuu, Tan Phu and Dinh Quan, home to vast natural

forests where wild elephants were usually spotted. 

It will include keeping track of the elephants, expanding their

natural habitat and installing electric fences to protect the

elephants from poachers and avoid farmer-elephant clash.

The project will be funded by the central and provincial

governments.

According to the provincial Forest Protection Department, 

since 2009, nine wild elephants died and one person was killed by an elephant.

Authorities said initial survey showed there are only around 11 wild elephants left.

They said the natural habitat for wild elephants decreased from 50,000 hectares in the 1990s to 14,000 

hectares in 2005 mostly in Cat Tien National Park.

Between 2006 and 2009, elephants expanded their territory to 34,000 hectares , encroaching on residential

areas in Ma Da and Phu Ly communes in Vinh Cuu District.

Last year and early this year, the elephants were seen in the forests near Thanh Son Commune in Dinh Quan

District and near the La Nga forest plantation.

According to the Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development, Asian elephants are also seen in the 

central province of Nghe An and the Central Highlands province of Dak Lak.

The species is listed as “endangered” by the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) and 

“critically endangered” by Vietnam’s Red Data Book.

A wild elephant spotted wandering on a paddy field in 

Dong Nai Province. 

Photo credit: Dong Nai Forest Protection Department

We have a few new elephants now (old elephants from trekking camps, because since 26 December there is 

a new rule enforced by the Thai government that old elephants cannot work in camps anymore). 

This is a big breakthrough for the well being of elephants in Thailand.

This is why we suddenly got a few new elephants that are so weak they can't work anymore.

We have enough space, however what we're still missing is shelters so that all of these elephants can be in 

the shade.

We do not have enough shading for our elephants now, so that is why we are thinking how we can solve this

as soon as possible.

Since 26 December 2014 there is a new rule enforced by the Thai government for old

elephants in trekking camps.
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Large herds of elephants once roamed freely throughout Asia’s forests and grasslands. Today, 
there are fewer than 40,000 in the wild due to habitat loss, human-elephant conflict, and 
poaching. 
Asian elephants face many threats in the wild, primarily due to habitat loss and fragmentation. 
All Asian elephant range countries are currently experiencing rapid human population growth. 
This growth in population expedites the destruction of the forest, the principal habitat of Asian
elephants, through heavy logging practices and the clearing of forest for agriculture, livestock
grazing, and infrastructure development such as settlements. As the natural habitat of Asian
elephants shrinks, hungry elephants are forced to locate food sources outside of the forest. 
Often, these food sources are local villager’s subsistence crops, such as banana, rice, and 
cassava plantations. As a result, human-elephant conflict is one of the main threats to Asian
elephants as angry villagers frequently retaliate against elephants by harming or killing
elephants. Furthermore, human fatalities also regularly result from the clash of humans and 
elephants. Each year in Sri Lanka, approximately 120 elephants are killed by villagers and about 60 people are killed during these 
incursions. In addition to habitat loss and human-elephant conflict, Asian elephants are also poached regularly for their ivory tusks
and other body parts. 

Wildlife Without Borders is working to mitigate human-elephant conflict and stop poaching by supporting conservation projects
working to identify ways to alleviate human-elephant conflict, increase law enforcement capacity to monitor illegal logging and 
poaching, and conduct community outreach and awareness to inspire pride and optimistic views about Asian elephants in range 
countries. 
The United States Congress passed the Asian Elephant Conservation Act in 1997, which established a fund for the protection of the
Asian elephant and the conservation of its habitat. In 2013, the program awarded more than $1.6 million for projects funded under
the Asian Elephant Conservation Fund and leveraged an addition $2.4 million that supported 29 projects in eight countries. Project 
highlights include:

•Cambodia: Teaching environmental education to thousands of disadvantaged schoolchildren and their families in rural and impoverished

communities living in the midst of wild Asian elephants in the Cardamom Mountains.

•Malaysia: Assessing efforts to reduce conflict between elephants and people by moving elephants to more remote habitats.

•Thailand: Training park personnel to collect data during their patrols that can be used to improve the management of elephant habitat. 

•Indonesia: Training and regional workshops for veterinarians in Banda Aceh to improve the care of captive elephants, working to conserve wild 

elephants and learn about diseases affecting wild elephants. 

Credit: Udayan Borthakur

WWF joins The Asian Elephant Foundation to raise jumbo bids for the Elephant Parade’s Hong Kong gala auction
Mike Spits, Founder of Elephant Parade said: “It’s been an ambitious project to bring our

elephants to Hong Kong. We have been overwhelmed by the support from the people of Hong 

Kong who have embraced our exhibition to their hearts and thank the sponsors and artists that

have done so much to make this exposition so memorable. 

Having run so many Elephant Parades in Europe and the USA, it is of course special to bring

our worldwide movement home to Asia, where more needs to be done to invest in the future

of the Asian elephant. Elephant Parade aims to raise awareness through fun, engaging public 

art and I can guarantee that after you install one or more of these elephants in your home, 

office or public space , they will always put a smile on you face for years to come. That in 

itself, is something money cannot buy. Let’s paint a brighter future for the Asian elephant!”

Aug 28, 2014 
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Team studies immune response of Asian elephants infected with a human disease
CHAMPAIGN, Ill. — Mycobacterium tuberculosis, the organism that causes tuberculosis in humans, also afflicts Asian

(and occasionally other) elephants. Diagnosing and treating elephants with TB is a challenge, however, as little is known

about how their immune systems respond to the infection. A new study begins to address this knowledge gap, and offers 

new tools for detecting and monitoring TB in captive elephants.

The study, reported in the journal Tuberculosis, is the work of researchers at the University of Illinois Zoological

Pathology Program (ZPP), a division of the veterinary diagnostic lab at the College of Veterinary Medecine in Urbana-

Champaign. ZPP is based in Chicago, serving zoos and wildlife in the region and beyond. 

More than 50 elephants in captivity in the U.S. have been diagnosed with tuberculosis since 1994, the research team 

reports. The evidence suggests that humans can transmit the disease to elephants and that elephants also may serve as a 

source of exposure for humans.

When infected, elephants may appear healthy or only show general symptoms, such as weight loss, that could be

associated with a variety of maladies, said Jennifer Landolfi, a veterinary pathologist who led the new research. Most 

cases are found as a result of routine tests which involve checking the blood for antibodies against TB, or collecting

samples from an elephant’s trunk and culturing the bacteria it harbors. 

But these approaches are problematic, Landolfi said. Culturing mycobacteria takes time and is imprecise, while antibody 

responses may take weeks to develop and only indicate exposure, not necessarily infection or disease.

“We are always trying to improve and seek out new diagnostics that will allow for earlier, more accurate detection of 

this infection,” she said. “We also need to find ways to monitor the treatment response.”

In humans, exposure to tuberculosis rarely results in full-fledged disease. Most people’s immune systems eradicate the 

bacterium or at least keep the disease at bay, Landolfi said. 

“Less than 10 percent of the people who are exposed actually develop the disease,” she said. In those cases, an

inadequate immune response is almost always to blame. “Our hypothesis is that something similar is happening in the 

Asian elephants.”

To test this, Landolfi and her colleagues looked at protein mediators that are part of an elephant’s immune system. 

These small signaling molecules, called cytokines (SIGH-toe-kines), spur a cascade of cellular reactions that help the 

body fight infection. But detecting cytokines in elephants is difficult because antibodies that target elephant cytokines

are not available. 

“Instead of trying to detect the cytokines using antibodies, we said, ‘why don’t we take a step back and detect the 

nucleotides that code for those proteins?’” Landolfi said. “We’re talking about messenger RNA (mRNA), which is used

by the cell to synthesize these proteins.”

After developing the tools to detect cytokine mRNA in elephants, the researchers collected blood from eight TB-positive

and eight TB-negative Asian elephants, and isolated the white blood cells. They exposed the cells to proteins associated

with TB and then analyzed the cell culture for expression of certain cytokines. 

Their analysis showed that TB-positive and TB-negative elephants differed in their immune responses after exposure to 

TB bacterial proteins. 

“The cytokines were at higher levels in the positive animals,” Landolfi said. “That suggested that those animals had 

more of an immune reaction when they were exposed [to proteins associated with TB] than the animals that were

negative.”

If confirmed in future studies, the findings suggest a faster and more reliable way to diagnose TB in captive elephants, 

Landolfi said. The same kinds of tests are already used in humans. 

“That is something that we want to move towards with elephants,” she said. “Most of the elephants don’t show us a lot 

of signs of disease, and even when they do appear to be sick, it’s very non-specific.”

This makes it difficult to diagnose them and to determine if treatment is working, she said. Having a new way to monitor 

the elephants’ immune response would improve both tasks, she said. 
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Asian Elephants Are Social Networkers

Asian elephants have long been considered somewhat antisocial. Instead of living in large, tightly knit herds, as do 

female elephants on the African savanna, those in Asia were thought to have only small groups of friends and few 

outside connections. But a new study shows that many female Asian elephants are more like social butterflies, with

numerous pals. And they're able to maintain strong friendships even with those they have not seen in a year or more. 

The study adds Asian elephants to a short list of other species, including dolphins, that are able to maintain complex 

social relationships despite not having daily contact, an ability regarded as being cognitively demanding. 

"People thought they knew what Asian elephants were doing [socially] based on what they saw them doing in captivity

," says Shermin de Silva, a behavioral ecologist with the Elephant, Forest and Environment Conservation Trust in 

Colombo, Sri Lanka, and the lead author of the new study. Asian elephants are also extremely difficult to study in the 

wild, she adds. They inhabit dense forests, so researchers are usually able to observe the animals only by climbing tall

trees or watching them when they gather at water holes. 

But 30 years ago, one population of Asian elephants on Sri Lanka became observable because it lost its forest home. 

People logged the trees, converted the land into teak plantations, and subsequently dammed the region's main river, 

creating the large Uda Walawe reservoir. In 1972, 308 square kilometers around the reservoir were made into the 

Udawalawe National Park. Some 800 to 1200 former forest elephants now live here on grass- and scrublands that

resemble an East African savanna, de Silva says. 

The open landscape made it possible for de Silva and her team to identify 286 individual adult female Asian elephants, 

they report in the current issue of BMC Ecology. The researchers then tracked the social relationships of 51 of these 

elephants over a 2-year period. Almost immediately, de Silva realized that the elephants had larger social networks

than previously recognized. Adult females she saw hanging together one day were often not together the next but were

with other individuals. 

"It was said that Asian elephants usually had only three friends" and loose associations with others, implying an

unstable social structure, de Silva says. "But we found they can have 10 or more; some even have 50 friends," de Silva 

says, adding that these are not random associations. The scientists identified the elephants' "friends" or "companions" 

as those individuals within 500 meters of one another who were moving, resting, or sharing resources. Those females

with the most friends tended to be unfaithful pals, often dropping elephants that the researchers thought were their five

"best friends forever" for a new set. Those with the fewest number of friends proved to be the most loyal. How

genetically related these adult elephants are is not known but will be investigated in a future study, the researchers say. 

Although some Asian elephants may not see certain companions for long stretches of time—more than a year in some

cases—they are probably in touch in other ways, de Silva says, because elephants can communicate both chemically

and acoustically over long distances. "The 'herd' one sees at any given time is often only a fragment of a much larger

social group."

The researchers' statistical analysis of the elephants' relationships shows that female Asian elephants live in a highly

dynamic and fluid society, with individuals leaving and rejoining, much as chimpanzees and bottlenose dolphins are 

known to do. "Elephants showed their tightest bonds during the dry season," de Silva says. When water resources are 

scarce, some elephant friends would team up to drive others they did not know away from pools. 

"It's an intriguing study on two fronts," says George Wittemyer, a wildlife biologist at Colorado State University, Fort 

Collins. "First, it provides the basic socioecology of a high profile but surprisingly poorly studied species." And second, 

"it describes a relatively unique social system" that can be understood only by observing it for several years. "It's 

fascinating," adds Phyllis Lee, a behavioral ecologist at the University of Stirling in the United Kingdom and a member

of the Amboseli Elephant Research Project. "The question becomes how do they maintain these relationships," because

what the elephants are doing "requires a high level of cognitive capacity," as any social networking maven well knows.
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25 february 2015

Great news! A big thank you to the French Guide Book

'Guide Tao' for mentioning us in their guide to Thailand and 

also on their website, which is a great achievement for all the 

work that is done here at ElephantsWorld.

You can find their website here: 

http://www.viatao.com/…/guide-de-voyage-

thailande-durable-écolo-insolite-original

24 february 2015

OUR ELEPHANTS NEED ONE MONTH 

VOLUNTEERS smile-emoticon

Do you want to spend an amazing month helping these 

fascinating animals? 

Stefan (Austria) : It’s my third time here, I love

Thailand, I love the elephants and this place is so special 

because I can really do something for them.

7 february 2015

BKK Tours gave us small

elephants for our souvenirshop. 

Thank you so much! You want a 

great touroperator? Go to 

www.bkktours.com !

27 january 2015

For all you Dutchies out 

there: we are going to be on

Dutch national tv! 

'Levenslang met Dwang' is a 

reality-serie about people

with obsessive compulsive

behavior and guess what, 

the last episode was shot at 

ElephantsWorld! The show 

starts at March the 2nd 

at RTL 5. And to prepare 

you what's coming, just

look at this lovely photo

of our volunteer Manon 

with host Jan Kooijman...

The International 

Students Volunteers

from Holland

finished our new

entrance! Welcome

to ElephantsWorld!

Dec. 2014
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Our oldest elephant

Songkran

passed away on the 27th of 

February 2015. 

Songkran first

came to ElephantsWorld

on the 

12th of April 2009, 

one day before the 

Songkran Festival 

where she got her name.

Songkran (Thai New Year)  

facts her temper how to recognize her 

- born in 

1939 

- female 
- trekking 

Elephant  

from 

Phuket 

 

- loves children 

- likes to be fed in her 

mouth 
- likes to take a 

lengthy bath in the 

river 

- loves to wander by 

herself 

- tall and big belly 

- torn ears 

- wrinkled skin 
- no teeth 

- long and beautiful 

eyelashes 

- cataract on her 

right eye 
- member of John’s 

family 

 
Songkrans owner decided to donate her when she was 70 years old. She 

arrived at ElephantsWorld in April of 2009 after a very hard life. You could 

see the marks of her work as a trekking elephant on her body. Her bones 

were clearly visible and you could count her ribs. She wasn’t able to sleep 
on the ground, and when she would fall down only a crane could help her 

stand up again.   

After four years of a special treatment of sticky rice and medical care she 

was able to recover and regain her strength. Many visitors who first saw 
her when she arrived here wouldn’t recognize her now. She is now very 

big and powerful.  Some of the people at ElephantsWorld whisper that the 

most important reason for her change was her love for Johnny. From the 

underdog, she transformed completely to one of the strongest and most 

self-assured elephants at ElephantsWorld. We love to tell to everyone that 
she is our Mascot! 
 

Her first days here at EW 4 years 

ago 
Songkran here in 2013 

Friday, 13th of March, is Thai National Elephant Day or Chang Thai Day

and... it is coming soon!

A day to celebrate elephants, to learn more about them and their strong

relationship with Thai culture and how we can all participate in their

protection!

Every day is elephants day at ElephantsWorld but this day is going to be even 

more special, come celebrate with us!!!!!

26th of April it is 5 years since

the “Help foundation in

Holland” is founded
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24 january 2015

Thank you to the ISV 

volunteers for coming 

and helping repair a 

house in the Mahout’s

village. Ben, one of the 

ISV-people, can not help build the house, 

but he is able to help with the paperwork.

Yeeeh! 

Big news: ElephantsWorld is at the Lonely Planet!

How to interact ethically with elephants in Thailand

Read more: http://www.lonelyplanet.com/thailand/travel-

tips-and-articles/how-to-interact-ethically-with-

elephants-in-thailand#ixzz3ThrSIn5L

Did you know

that

ElephantsWorld

is wheelchair

friendly as well? 

The part near the 

river is a bit 

sandy, but we 

will give you a 

personal ride!

Wondering what to do in 

Kanchanaburi? 

We're the number 1 of 

attractions in 

Kanchanaburi on

Tripadvisor. 

Yes, you read that

correctly. 

ElephantsWorld is number

1... NUMBER 1!

Elephant’s World

–

Day Tour

Give your children their best souvenir 

of Thailand by visiting Elephants World 

A typical day here for our small

elephants’ lovers : wash fruits and 

prepare sticky rice bowls for our

elephants, feed them directly in the 

mouth or by the trunk, walk with them

and wash them in the river and a funny

quiz in the afternoon to see what they

retained !    

At the end of the day we

don’t know who loved it

more, the elephants or the 

children.


