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Dear elephantlover,  

You have visited Elephant sWorld in Thailand and you have seen elephants up 

really close. This must have been an impressive experience! Do you want to 

share your experiences about ElephantsWorld with your classma tes? You can do 

this by doing a  public speech  about ElephantsWorld .  

In a lot of places where elephants are working, they are treated in a bad way. 

That is why there is ElephantsWorld. We work for the eleph ants, they do not work 

for us. Tell this to your class mates;  in this way you help the elephants to have a 

better life in the future.  

In this document you will find information that you can use for your public 

speech . You will read about the history of Asi an elephants, ElephantsWorld, our 

elephants and more about Asian elephants . You can use all this information for 

your public speech . Of course you can also tell about your own exp eriences 

here on ElephantsWorld!  If you want even more pictures or stories yo u can find 

them on our website or on our facebook: www.elephantsworld.org  and 

www.facebook.com/elephantsworld .  

If you would like to do more for ElephantsWorld, you can start a fundraising for 

our elephants.  On the last page you can read more about this and about why 

we need your help !  

We wish y ou good luck and we give you a big elephanthug! If you hav e any 

questions email us on education @elephan tsworld.org.  

Best regards , Agnes  

  

http://www.elephantsworld.org/
http://www.facebook.com/elephantsworld
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History of ôElephantsWorldõ and the Asian elephant  
Elephant s are the biggest land mammals i n the world and are a threatened 

species. The elephant is a very important symbol in Thailand. In the past 

elephants in Thailand where used to work in the forest. They helped with wood 

logging, dragging logs from places in the forest when trucks are too bi g  to get 

there . The government of Thailand prohibited wood logging in 1988. The result 

was that the elephants with their mahouts (their caretakers) were without a job. 

Many mahouts took their elephants to the streets to beg for food and money. 

Other mahout s took their elephant to  trekking camps, to let tourists ride on the 

back of the ir elephant. Some elephants ended up in circuses.   

 

Elephants working in  the forest  
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Wood logging ð Despite the fact that  wood logging is prohibited in Thailand, it 

still happens illegally . Elephants are still used in this industry, because they are 

very strong and can carry up to 500 kilog rams with their trunk. They are smaller 

than trucks and therefore can reach places whe re trucks cannot come. It is 

dangerous for an elephant to work in the forest; their eyes and ears often get 

injured  by branches.  Also when an elephant breaks one of their legs, the 

mahout has to leave him behind in the forest.  

 

 

Elephant riding ð A lot of tourists d o not 

know that riding the back  of  an 

elephant  is often not good for them. An 

elephant is very strong, but the back of 

an elephant is only build to carry up to  

100 kilograms. Often a n iron chair is used 

on the back which already weighs 50 

kilograms ; two adults are added to th at 

weight. This is to o hea vy for the back of 

an elephant. You can compare this to 

humans, for humans the back isnõt very 



 
 
  Save elephants 
 

ElephantsWorld ς Where we work for the elephants 

strong, but our neck is a lot stronger. The strongest parts of an elephant are their 

neck and their tr unk. With their neck they can carry up to 500 kilograms. The 

weight of the chair is not the only problem that the elephants working in trekking 

camps face. They have to work 8 to 10 hours a day and they do not get enough  

food or enough variety in their food.  All of this together makes the work in a 

trekking camp a very heavy burden for the elephants.    

 Begging on the streets ð 

Elephants that live on the streets 

and have to beg for food and 

money with their mahouts hav e 

a hard life. You can imagine that 

a city is not a good environment 

for an elephant. There are loud 

noises everywhere,  cars honking,  

the street they are walking on is 

hard and hot, they often do not 

get enough food and sleep 

somewhere underneath a 

bridge.  The feet  of elephants are 

very sensitive and get injure d by 

walking on the hot  asphalt. A lot of traffic accidents happened with elephants  

on the streets . Because of this the Thais government has prohibited the begging 

with elephants in the capital, Bangk ok. When police see s mahouts with their 

elephants on the  streets they will be arrested. Outside of the capital Bangkok 

you can still unfortunat ely find  street elephants. Though in the future this should 

be prohibited everywhere!  

Circus ð Elephants are being trained to work in a 

circus. They are being abused to make sure that 

they can paint, make music, stand on their front - 

or hind legs or do other tricks. This environment is 

very unnatural for an elephant and they are often 

treated very b adly. Training the  young  elephants 

in this way causes their bones to grow unnaturally;  

the result is that they have trouble with  standing 

when they get older.  














































