Save elephants
Dear elephantlover,
You have visited ElephantsWorld in Thailand and you have seen elephants up
really close. This must have been an impressive experience! Do you want to
share your experiences about ElephantsWorld with your classmates? You can do
this by doing a public speech about ElephantsWorld.
In a lot of places where elephants are working, they are treated in a bad way.
That is why there is ElephantsWorld. We work for the elephants, they do not work
for us. Tell this to your class mates; in this way you help the elephants to have a
better life in the future.
In this document you will find information that you can use for your public
speech. You will read about the history of Asian elephants, ElephantsWorld, our
elephants and more about Asian elephants. You can use all this information for
your public speech. Of course you can also tell about your own experiences
here on ElephantsWorld! If you want even more pictures or stories you can find
them on our website or on our facebook: www.elephantsworld.org and
www.facebook.com/elephantsworld.
If you would like to do more for ElephantsWorld, you can start a fundraising for
our elephants. On the last page you can read more about this and about why
we need your help!
We wish you good luck and we give you a big elephanthug! If you have any
questions email us on education@elephantsworld.org.
Best regards, Agnes
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History of ‘ElephantsWorld’ and the Asian elephant
Elephants are the biggest land mammals in the world and are a threatened
species. The elephant is a very important symbol in Thailand. In the past
elephants in Thailand where used to work in the forest. They helped with wood
logging, dragging logs from places in the forest when trucks are too big to get
there. The government of Thailand prohibited wood logging in 1988. The result
was that the elephants with their mahouts (their caretakers) were without a job.
Many mahouts took their elephants to the streets to beg for food and money.
Other mahouts took their elephant to trekking camps, to let tourists ride on the
back of their elephant. Some elephants ended up in circuses.

Elephants working in the forest
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Wood logging – Despite the fact that wood logging is prohibited in Thailand, it
still happens illegally. Elephants are still used in this industry, because they are
very strong and can carry up to 500 kilograms with their trunk. They are smaller
than trucks and therefore can reach places where trucks cannot come. It is
dangerous for an elephant to work in the forest; their eyes and ears often get
injured by branches. Also when an elephant breaks one of their legs, the
mahout has to leave him behind in the forest.

Elephant riding – A lot of tourists do not
know that riding the back of an
elephant is often not good for them. An
elephant is very strong, but the back of
an elephant is only build to carry up to
100 kilograms. Often an iron chair is used
on the back which already weighs 50
kilograms; two adults are added to that
weight. This is too heavy for the back of
an elephant. You can compare this to
humans, for humans the back isn’t very
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strong, but our neck is a lot stronger. The strongest parts of an elephant are their
neck and their trunk. With their neck they can carry up to 500 kilograms. The
weight of the chair is not the only problem that the elephants working in trekking
camps face. They have to work 8 to 10 hours a day and they do not get enough
food or enough variety in their food. All of this together makes the work in a
trekking camp a very heavy burden for the elephants.
Begging on the streets –
Elephants that live on the streets
and have to beg for food and
money with their mahouts have
a hard life. You can imagine that
a city is not a good environment
for an elephant. There are loud
noises everywhere, cars honking,
the street they are walking on is
hard and hot, they often do not
get enough food and sleep
somewhere underneath a
bridge. The feet of elephants are
very sensitive and get injured by
walking on the hot asphalt. A lot of traffic accidents happened with elephants
on the streets. Because of this the Thais government has prohibited the begging
with elephants in the capital, Bangkok. When police sees mahouts with their
elephants on the streets they will be arrested. Outside of the capital Bangkok
you can still unfortunately find street elephants. Though in the future this should
be prohibited everywhere!
Circus – Elephants are being trained to work in a
circus. They are being abused to make sure that
they can paint, make music, stand on their frontor hind legs or do other tricks. This environment is
very unnatural for an elephant and they are often
treated very badly. Training the young elephants
in this way causes their bones to grow unnaturally;
the result is that they have trouble with standing
when they get older.
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ElephantsWorld was founded in May 2008 because elephants often live and
work under bad circumstances in Thailand. We are a sanctuary for sick, old and
abused elephants. The elephants do not work here anymore; it is like they are
forever on holidays. When you visit ElephantsWorld you work for our elephants.
The entire day is about their favourite activity, eating. You prepare food for
them, feed them, watch them bathe and clean them in the river.
Our motto is: ‘We work for the elephants, they do not work for us’.
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The elephants of ElephantsWorld
ElephantsWorld has 12 elephants (August 2014). The elephants come from
different areas all over Thailand. Some of them worked in the forest, as trekking
elephants or on the streets. Malee for example worked in Bangkok as a street
elephant and got hit by a car. Now she is at ElephantsWorld where she will stay
for the rest of her life.
What do our elephants eat?
Our elephants eat different kinds of fruit, vegetables and greens. Not all of them
eat the same. Some elephants do not like certain things and some elephants
cannot eat hard things (like potatoes and pumpkin), because they do not have
teeth anymore. The food that we give to our elephants: bananas, pumpkin,
corn, sugarcane, grass, banana trees, papaya, watermelon, potatoes,
pineapple, cucumbers, etcetera. They also eat bamboo which they can find in
the forest surrounding ElephantsWorld in wet season. We feed our oldest
elephants with no teeth sticky rice with pumpkin and supplemental vitamins,
calcium and protein. This is to make sure they get enough food.

From left to right: cucumber, papaya, pumpkin, corn and bananas.
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Songkran – She was named after the Thai New Year, which is a celebration in
Thailand with a lot of water. She loves standing in the water for hours. Before she
came here she had a really hard life. She was very weak when she got here in
2009. ElephantsWorld started giving her special food (sticky rice with pumpkin)
and as a result she got stronger again. See on the poster the change she has
gone through from 2009 to 2014.
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Aum Pan – is our oldest elephant, she was born in 1939. She worked in the forest
and was used for ceremonies at a temple. Her owner gave her to
ElephantsWorld because she was too old to work. Also she was the only
elephant that the owner had left. Since elephants naturally live in a herd, it
wouldn’t be good for her to be on her own. Aum Pan is our only elephant that
had a good life before she came to ElephantsWorld.

ElephantsWorld – Where we work for the elephants

Save elephants
Johnny – He was born in 2007 and is our youngest elephant. Johnny was meant
to be a street elephant. A company bought Johnny and gave him to
ElephantsWorld. He will stay here forever and will never have to work.
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Rom Sai – Rom Sai is our only older male elephant. He was born in 1980. He used
to work in the North of Thailand and got blind on one eye during his work there.
He probably got injured by a branch.
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Malee – Her name means ‘beautiful flower’. She was born in 1969 en has worked
as a street elephant in Bangkok. She got hit by a car there and as a result was
heavily injured. Luckily she is on ElephantsWorld now where she doesn’t have to
work anymore. Though she will always keep having problems with her left hind
leg. Somboon is her best friend.

ElephantsWorld – Where we work for the elephants

Save elephants
Somboon – Somboon had a rough life where she worked in the forest. Her ears
are torn because they got injured in the forest, this is because the trees are so
close together in the forest. After working in the forest she became a street
elephant and eventually collapsed in a trekking camp. She couldn’t stand on
her legs anymore. She is the best friend of Malee, they are always together.
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Kammoon – was born in 1949. She begged on the streets and worked in a
trekking camp. In an underfed and weak condition she had to pose for pictures
with tourists. Kammoon is our fattest elephant, because she always eats a lot.
She weighs 3500 kilograms!
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LamDuan – LamDuan was born in 1956. She worked in the forest and in a
trekking camp. She is blind on two eyes; we do not know how she got blind.
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Wasana – was born in the early 50’s. She has worked in a trekking camp for her
entire life, carrying tourists on her back. She didn’t get enough food there and
had to work very hard.
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Bow – Bow was born in 1944. She worked with tourists in a trekking camp. She did
not get enough food and worked very long days. When she arrived at
ElephantsWorld in May 2014 she was very weak, now she is doing a lot better.
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Tangmo – Her name means watermelon in Thai. When she arrived at
ElephantsWorld she was very thin, because she didn’t get enough food at the
trekking camp where she worked before. She is very smart and walks very fast
and is obsessed with food.

Gai-Na – Gai-Na was born in the 60’s. Her owner brought her to ElephantsWorld
because he wasn’t satisfied with how she was treated at the trekking camp
where she used to work. Her mahout has stayed with her for over 20 years.

ElephantsWorld – Where we work for the elephants

Save elephants

The Asian elephant
The elephants that we have at ElephantsWorld are Asian elephants. Asian
elephants naturally live in a herd. In the wild they live in a herd with females and
young males. There is one female leader, the oldest elephant (the matriarch).
The following information you can use for your public speech. You will read
about elephants in captivity, in the wild and elephants in general.

Elephants in captivity
1) How many liters of water does an elephant drink per day?
Asian elephants drink between 80 and 200 liters of water a day. They can hold
up to 10 liters of water in their trunk at one time.
2) How well can elephants see?
Elephants cannot see very well. They can see about 30 meters away and they
can see better when it is not very sunny. But they can hear and smell very well!
3) How do elephants talk to each other?
- They use their trunks to make different noises. They can make trumpet
noises and make hollow sounds by hitting their trunk on the ground.
- They make a rumbling noise.
- They can feel vibrations off the ground. Their feet are very sensitive and
they can feel vibrations from 16km away.
- They make noises that people can’t hear like dolphins and bats.
4) How much does an elephant eat each day?
Elephants eat about 150 kg of food every day! That is why they eat for 16-18
hours a day, when they get the chance. They only digest 40% of the food they
eat. This means that there are a lot of seeds and big bits of fruit in their poo.
Because there is so much fruit and vegetables in their poo, it makes other plants
grow so this is very important for other animals. Elephants walk a lot every day so
the seeds and fruit in their poo are spread very far.
5) How do elephants sleep?
Healthy elephants sleep lying down and they sleep 4-6 hours. Only sick
elephants sleep standing up.

ElephantsWorld – Where we work for the elephants

Save elephants

6) Do elephants in captivity have microchips?
Yes, Asian elephants in captivity must have a microchip. The microchip tells
us where the elephant comes from, when they were born and their
medical information. It is behind the elephants left ear. With a special
device we can read the chip.
7) How can you tell if an elephant has worked in the forest?
The elephant might have rips in his ears; damaged feet and nails; and might be
blind. Wild elephants can also get blind because of the density of trees in the
forest.
8) How often does an elephant changes its teeth in his life?
Elephants have 4 molars and they are replaced 6 times in an elephant’s life.
Elephants lose their last set of molars when they are 60 years old. In the wild this
means that they will die when their last set of teeth fall out because they cannot
eat enough food anymore. This is because most of the food they find in the
forest is too hard for them to eat.
At ElephantsWorld we give our elephants that are older and have no teeth,
supplemental food like sticky rice which is very soft so they can eat it. We
supplement their food with vitamins, calcium and protein. Because elephants in
captivity get enough soft food they can live up to 80 or 90 years old in captivity.
9) How long does a baby elephant stay with his mother?
A baby elephant in captivity stays with his mum for at least 2 years drinking her
milk. In the wild a baby elephants stays with his mother for 5 years.
10) What happens if a baby elephant is taken from his mum before he is 2
years old?
When a baby elephant doesn’t get enough milk from his mum he won’t grow
and develop properly because the milk contains lots of calcium, fat and
protein. When their bones do not grow properly the elephant will have a lot of
troubles when it gets older. If a baby elephant drinks his mums milk for more than
2 years it is very good as it helps them grow even more.
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11) Can a tamed elephant go back into the wild?
A tamed elephant cannot go back into the wild because it will not survive.
In the wild, female elephants live together in a herd and the oldest female will
lead the herd. When a baby elephant is taken into captivity the chain of
knowledge is broken as the younger elephants learn everything from the older
elephants, like where to find food and water. But they also don’t know how to
find natural medicines to cure themselves from diseases like worms. Only the
oldest lead elephant has this knowledge.
12) How many babies can an elephant get?
Elephants can have 1 baby at a time and they are pregnant for 18-22 months.
This is a lot longer than humans. From their 15th year a female elephant can get
a baby. Throughout her entire life she can get 5 to 6 babies.

Wild elephants
1) How many wild elephants are there in Thailand?
There are about 2000 wild elephants in Thailand. In the surroundings of
ElephantsWorld there are approximately 200 wild elephants, they are protected.
2) How many elephants are there in captivity in Thailand?
There are about 3000 elephants in captivity in Thailand. That is more than
the amount of elephants living in the wild unfortunately.
3) When does a male elephant leave the herd he was born into?
Around 15 years old a male elephant will be forced out of his herd. Male
elephants usually live alone after this.
4) In what kind of group do elephants live in in the wild?
Wild Asian elephants live together with their family. The oldest female of the
family is the boss (the matriarch). All of the elephants listen to her. They live in
small groups with just females and young males (up to 15 years).

ElephantsWorld – Where we work for the elephants

Save elephants

Elephants in general
1) How does an elephant keep cool?
An elephant can only sweat at their toenails. To cool down further they flap with
their very big ears and throw mud on themselves using their trunk.
2) How do elephants protect themselves against the sun and mosquitoes?
The mud the elephant throws on itself cools the elephant down, but it also works
as a sunscreen and an insect repellant. The mud protects them from the sun
and the mosquitoes.
3) How do you call the person whom takes care of the elephant?
The elephant caretaker is called the mahout.
4) How many nails do elephants have?
The Asian elephant has 5 nails on their front feet and 4 nails on their hind feet, so
10 nails in front and 8 nails on the back. The African elephant has 4 nails on their
front feet and 3 nails on their back feet, so 8 nails on the front and 6 nails on the
back.
5) What are the biggest differences between Asian and African elephants?
Sunburn: Asian elephants are forest elephants. They are used to shadow, when
they stay in under the sun without protection for too long they can get
sunburned. African elephants live on the Savanne and they are used to the sun.
They cannot get sunburned.
Size: African elephants are approximately one meter bigger than Asian
elephants, their ears are also bigger.
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Your own experiences
Tell your classmates about your own experiences on ElephantsWorld! You can
show pictures that you have made here. You can also use this movie in your
presentation: http://youtu.be/uJcf1xvUVM0. In this movie you can see what kind
of activities the children visiting ElephantsWorld participate in.
Through this dropbox link you can find pictures that you can use for your public
speech:
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/p9cwwuwxwb567gj/AABCWpBd81Ed4k55cbH38J
uZa?dl=0
You can also use the following video’s:
- In this video you get to see what ElephantsWorld is:
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLFh2McYLrxoRXNGhW-xlHWXU2Ig9_0b5W
- With this video you can show what kind of activities you have done at
ElephantsWorld: http://youtu.be/_-GypagNkzQ
- With Google streetview you can visit ElephantsWorld from your own home!:
https://www.google.co.th/maps/@14.138506,99.323932,3a,75y,88.49h,63.62t/dat
a=!3m5!1e1!3m3!1szCNeS_cl6vSffno_LwgHwg!2e0!3e5?hl=th
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Help us with a campaign! Buy one bunch of bananas, save
the elephants!
You help ElephantsWorld by telling all of your classmates about elephants. You
can also help us in another way. An elephant eats about 150 kilograms per day.
Their favourite food is bananas, but they also eat a lot of different greens and
fruit. It costs ElephantsWorld a lot of money to feed all of our elephants. That’s
why we need your help! The idea behind
this campaign is to raise small amounts all
over the world, to buy bananas for our
elephants. If everyone donates just 1
bunch of bananas, our elephants will
have a lot to eat.
Follow these steps to help us:
1. Ask your teacher if you can raise money for the elephants of ElephantsWorld.
2. Tell your classmates about ElephantsWorld by giving a public speech so that
they know who we are. You can also print the A3 poster and use that.
3. Ask your class mates if they would like to support ElephantsWorld by giving us one
bunch of bananas. You can ask them to give you the amount of one bunch to
you. (Look in advance in the store how much this is.)
4. As soon as you have collected an amount, you can send this money to
ElephantsWorld with the help of your parents. Send us an email and we will send
you our bank details.
5. With the money that you collected, we will buy bananas for our elephants.
6. When we have received your donation we will send you a picture of our
elephants that are eating your donated bananas.
7. You can also send us a picture of your campaign which we can put on
Facebook. Tell us the name of your school. We can write the name of your
school on one of our elephants and send you a picture of this.

With the money that you will raise for us we buy bananas for our elephants!
If you have any questions or want to let us know how much money you have
collected you can email Agnes on education@elephantsworld.org. We wish you
good luck and a big elephanthug!
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How does ElephantsWorld spend her income?
ElephantsWorld is a non-profit organisation, this means that we do not make
profit. All the money that we get goes towards our elephants and everything
that comes with keeping elephants. Here under you can find how the money is
spent. Our income comes primarily from the money our visitors pay us for visiting
us, just a small amount comes from donations.

ElephantsWorld

5

8

4
Food for Elephants
46

15

Staff Salary
Medicine & Supplements
Fuel

22

Repair and Maintenance
Misc.
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Answers to the quiz
These are the answers to the quiz. You can also give your class mates a
certificate for learning about the elephants and for answering the quiz!
Elephant questions
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Elephant
5 nails on the frontfeet and 4 nails on the backfeet
24 hours
150 liters
6 times

Puzzle
1. Elephants
2. Malee
3. Mahout
True or false?
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

False (the elephant is chipped behind her left ear.)
True
False (it takes 18 to 22 months)
True
True
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